
APPENDIX D4 

 

Extracts from the Department for Transport document ‘Taxi and Private Hire 

Vehicle Licensing - Best Practice Guidance for Licensing Authorities in 

England (2022 - consultation version)’ 

 

3. The role of licensing authorities 

 

3.11 Licensing authorities should ensure that their various licensing requirements 

are proportionate to the risk they aim to address or the policy objective they 

are seeking to achieve. The cost of a requirement, in terms of its effect on the 

availability of transport to the public, should be at least matched by its benefit 

This might include increased safety or accessibility. A detailed, quantitative, 

cost-benefit assessment is not needed in each case, but local licensing 

authorities are urged to look carefully at the costs, financial or otherwise, 

imposed by each of their licensing policies and of the equality impacts as 

required by law. 

 

Environmental considerations 

 

8.48 The UK is committed to a 2050 net zero target. This puts the UK on track to 

end our contribution to climate change, becoming one of the first major 

economies to legislate for net zero emissions. On transport, Government is 

phasing out the sale of new petrol and diesel cars and vans by 2030, and, 

from 2035, all new cars and vans must be zero emissions at the tailpipe. 

 

8.49 Where Clean Air Zones are introduced, local authorities will already be 

working to address local environmental considerations under the Clean Air 

Zones Framework. More widely, local licensing authorities, in discussion with 

those responsible for environmental health issues, will wish to consider how 

its vehicle licensing policies can and should support any environmental 

policies adopted by the local authority. This will be particularly important in 

designated Air Quality Management Areas or low/ultra-low emission zones. 

 

8.50 Licensing teams should work with council colleagues with air quality and 

climate responsibilities to ensure taxi and private hire vehicle fleets play their 

part in work to tackle local emissions. Leading areas cite largescale change in 

these fleets needs a longer-term strategy, with a coordinated approach across 

council teams and local trades, that considers licencing requirements, other 

supportive policies (e.g. try before you buy scheme), and, in the context of 

moving to a fully zero emission vehicle fleet, a strategy for supporting the 

installation of electric vehicle charge points. 

 

8.51 Taxis and private hire vehicles that operate predominantly in urban areas can 

be significant contributors to poor local air quality, if not properly maintained 

and regularly checked, due to their higher usage. This might suggest that 



emissions testing for vehicle that use petrol and diesel (including hybrids and 

range extenders) should be carried out more frequently than the annual MOT 

vehicle test/inspection. 

 

8.52 Local authorities should carefully and thoroughly assess the impact of vehicle 

emission requirements to enable the sector to plan for the future. The short-

term objective should be to mitigate the harm from internal combustion 

engines through the setting of high EURO emission standards e.g. EURO 6 

but, in the long-term, the trade will have to transition to zero emission 

vehicles. Licensing authorities should set out their long-term plan as soon as 

possible. 

 

8.53 In response to local air quality concerns,, many licensing authorities are 

considering how to support the use of ultra-low or zero emission vehicles 

given the growing range of vehicles available. As stated in the ‘Vehicle age 

limit’ section’, greater flexibility regarding the age of vehicles licensed can 

result in more rapid improvement in air quality than mandating new ‘clean’ 

internal combustion engine vehicles. 


